Amphibians – from the Greek term “double life”

Evolution is probably from lobe-finned fish

Classification – Kindom/Animalia,  Phylum/Chordata,  sub-phylum/Vertebrata,  Class/Amphibia


Orders: Anura – frogs and toads



Apoda – Caecilians



Urodela – Salamanders



Trachystoma – sirens or mud eels

Characteristics


Ectothermic, 


Smooth, moist skin


Feet if present are webbed, toes with no claws


Metamorphosis – aquatic larval stage, terrestrial adult stage


Respiration - gills in larval stage, pulmonary resp.(lungs) and cutaneous respiration(skin) in 


adult stage


External fertilization – eggs lack a shell or membrane and mature in water or moist 



environments


Circulation – 2 heart chambers larval stage, 3 heart chambers in adult stage


Torpor – state of dormancy in unfavorable conditions



Hibernation to escape cold



Estivation to escape heat

